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Editor: 
I think wresting is one of the 
most exciting sports in the world 
today. am one of your biggest 
fans. Every weekend my eyes are 
‘glued to the TV watching that 
incredible WWF action. 
Wrestlers in the WWF have to be 


Every 
like Hulk Hogan, Paul Orndorff or 
‘Tony Atlas, it makes me wonder 
how much of their life is spent in 


best athletes in the world, | don't 
know who is. 

‘There is always so much action 
that sometimes | literally have to 
be pulled away from my set when 
it's on. This recent rivalry between 
Hulk Hogan and Roddy Piper is 
proving 0 be one ofthe best ever 

the match broad- 
cast on MTV. It was the 
‘best match | have ever seen! Now 
that stars like Cyndi Lauper and Mr 
T are into the action, | think Ive. 
(a era iat 
for Ife. 


Editor: 

just wanted to let you know that 
| just loved your April/May 1985 
WWE Magazine. | thought the story 
on Hillbilly Jim was just terfic. 

| also loved the pictures of him. | 
added them to the one | got of him 
when he wrestled in Pittsburgh in 
February. Steve Lombardi took the 
picture of him for me! 

‘Months and months ago | used 
to see him in the audience, and | 
told my mother that | thought he'd 
make a great wrestler And he has. 
In no time he'll be even better! 
| Just love your mag and I'm glad | 
‘subscribed to it 


Marce inde 
Westmoreland City, Pa 
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am writing in response to 
axis nie Ap ay se he 


entitled Rowaly 
Piper: The Man You Love to 
Hate. in this article the 
was raised—"What is the secret of 
Piper's appeal?” 
The question was covered 
admirably in the article; however, as 


characteristic is retreshing in an 
era of subtle social “niceties” 
which, more often than not, turn out 
to be just so much backstabbing. If 
Roddy's intention is to cut some- 
‘one down to size, he's not going to. 
wait for him to turn his back: hell 
do it in ful view of the victim and 
‘anyone else who happens to be 
watching without a second thought. 
1, Roddy 


degree 
frightening yet totally compeling, In 
what appears to be direct 
‘opposition, he also has a carefully 
shielded vulnerability, immediately 
detected by women. 
Possibly the most dangerous 


I think i's about time a good 
wrestiing magazine has finally 
wren a fay non-erjusca 
article on /’ Roddy Piper 
‘When | started watching the WWF, 
| despised Roddy. But after | read 
your article titled: “t Piper: 
‘The Man You Love To Hate" in the 
April/May issue of WWF Magazine, 
| realized he is not so bad. In fact 
now | am probably one of his. 
‘staunchest fans, 

it wasn't for Roddy’s inter- 


‘would siil be the Women’s champ 
‘and Wendi Richter wouldn' have 
Lauper as her manager 

Roddy is one ol the few men 
wrestlers who isn't afraid to air his 
‘opinions and present the truth. The 
fights and anger he causes are 
what keep viewers looking forward 
to forthcoming matches and 
paying to see them. Roddy may be 
ne of the most hated men in 
wrestling, but | love him! 


Pam Linkevich 
A Fan Trapped in Piper's Pit 
Tamaqua, PA 
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othing testifies more to the 
broad and exciting appeal of 
the sport of wrestling as 
presented by the World 
Wrestling Federation than its great 
and growing popularity abroad, for 
several years in the Middle East 
and Japan, and more recently 
down under in Australia 
WWF overseas tours regularly 
bring both up-and-coming 
grapplers and top stars to arenas 
scattered about these areas. 
Recently, for example, fans in 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Egypt and 
the island of Cyprus were treated 
to top-flight wrestling by the fikes of 
Rocky “Drop Kick” Johnson, Pedro 
Morales and Dick Murdoch 


Many of the fans who fil Middle 
Eastem arenas are desert-dwelling 
‘Bedouins who trek many miles to 
watch the WWF stars. Although 
many Bedouins have settled in 


cities and towns and are gradually 
entering into 20th century life, 
others still cling to their ages-old, 
traditional custom of wandering the 
desert year-around, living in 
temporary encampments of camel 
hair tents, 

Even though the wandering 
tribes stil drive camels and goats, 
they are nat untouched by modern 
civilization. Many tribesmen have 
portable televisions in their tents. In 
fact, itis largely through television 
that these proud tribal people 
became wrestling fans, Like many 
‘Americans, Bedouins introduced to 
WWF wrestling on television soon 
wanted to see it in the flesh, to 
experience the excitement and 
uproar found only in the live 
wresting arena. 

Fierce warriors—some still go on 
raids—Bedouins are often 
described as ‘the original Arabs. 
They are superbly adapted to the 
harshness of desert ile, Perhaps 
part of the appeal of WWF 
wrestling to the Bedouins is that 
they prize courage, honor and 
manliness —qualties often dramat 
ically exhibited in the WWF ring 

City Arabs also show up in 
droves to cheer WWF grapplers. 
So well-accepted are the visiting 
wrestlers that amateur sports clubs 
and gyms offer their facilties to the 
WWF athletes for workouts. 

Touring Middle Easter countries 
is @ novel and exciting experience 
for the wrestlers, It also is very 
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demanding because of the heat 
Gifferent living conditions and food. 
Charlie Fulton, as tough as they 
‘come, once had to be hospitalized 
for dehydration after he lost 14 


Pounds in a match lasting 21 
minutes 

‘t's just plain hot, man. You've 
got to be in tip-top shape to wrestle 
in most of those places," says 
Rocky Johnson of temperatures 
that often threaten to blow the top 
off the thermometer. Readings of 
120 degrees F are not uncommon, 
‘And surprisingly, in many places, 
the humidity can be high even if it 
sekdom rains. 

tt. can be like wrestling in Death 
Valley” says A.J, Petruzzi, “but | 
love it 

So apparently, do the Middle 
Eastem fans. The demand for 
WWF wresting cards is never- 
‘ending, and the arenas are filled to 
capacity. WF 


ulinary experts know that 
people eat ina manner that 

mirrors their personality. 

‘Gourmets to junk tod 
addicts alike express themsel 
whenever they reach for their 
favorite delicacy. The same is true 
of the World Wresting Federation 
personal 


ies, 
Bobby Heenan, for example, 


ives 


‘ut of only the best lead crystal 
glasses, Heenan's dining habits fit 
the Image he tries to project—that 
he is a man of style, wealth and 
good taste, He uses this front, 
‘wining and dining in fashionable 
cates while rubbing elbows with 
the jet setters and movie stars, to 
attract young, ambitious wrestlers, 
They, t00, he says, can live as well 
as he. Once Heenan hooks them 
on greed, he signs them to ironclad 
contracts. On their he 
continues his own pursuit of the 


good iif. 
Compare the differences 
berween WWF Television notables 


Gene Okerlund and Lord Altred 
Hayes. Their styles are totally 
dissimilar, and | suspect this can be 
linked to their choice of food. Gene 
can be a peppery sort of guy, no 
doubt caused by his consumption 
of two bowls of Texas hot chill for 
breakfast, I's so hot that | cannot 
sit at the same table with Gene, 
‘ever mind taste i. Lord Alfred, on 
the other hand, is staid and 
reserved, rather than volatile. So is 
his diet. Boiled potatoes, pot roast 


and carrots, washed down with tea, 
ishis favorite repast. 
Hitbily 


unpretentious as his 
fds diet. No wonder he's 50 


‘What is their favorite dish? Well, on. 
Se 


‘chopped 
sroneed Ueto heen Woy colt 
Special dish, my Aunt Tile. | know 
dog food when | see it 
Is red, rare and spare for the 
British 


thrling Brtish Buldogs. These 
editors of he Emre are ict at 


Cua an cre ey ot 

into the ring, they explode. Like 

their diet, the Bulldogs have a style 

that is packed with energy. 
‘Another foreign wrestier with 

‘special eating habits is the Iron 

‘Sheik. He eats mostly 


fingers—yuck, Fi 
have him. As for the Sheik’ tag 
team partner, Nikolai Volkoft, his 


meals are as red as his politics. 


The 
beef stew, Not just ordinary beet 
stew Brewing over a fire for 
endless days, Moolah’s stew is rich 


_| in stock and laced with spices. I've 


been a guest at her table. The 
"stew is great, but with Moolah t's 
serve yourself, That's interesting 
Think about some of the adjectives 
applied to Moolah: self-serving, 
iy brewieg ane en, like her 


personaly hunsel Jesse The 
limsel, Jesse “ 

Body” Ventura. No one is more 
colorful, Naturally, he likes color in 
his diet. One of his favorite snacks 
is peanut butter and jelly, lots of 
Gifferent colored jellies to match his 


King Kong Bundy just eats. 
Nonstop from sunrise fo sunset. 
Anything he can get his hands on. 
I've never seen a human being 
‘consume so much food. In fact, | 
am surprised that King Kong 
Bundy doesn’t weigh more than 
the 458 pounds he does. The 
feason is that he really works at 
eating. Beads of sweat flow as 
‘elbows and hands work feverishly, 
‘cramming all he can into his 
mouth, | have not even verified that 

King Kong Bundy Knows now lo 
‘chew. | did not stay around long 
enough to even test this, 


hy 

‘Wel, wresting tans, one can see 
that the culinary preferences of the 
WWF crowd are pretty wild. Every 
taste is represented. I'm sure that 
further research wil reveal other 
tastes that would not surprise me. 
For instance, | understand that 
Rowdy Roddy Piper lust loves 

“turkey. We 
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Wrestling Federation 
‘Champion Hulk Hogan 
entered the Madison 
Square Garden ring for the 
first time. Don't think 
youve found a misprint, it’s 
true, The Hulkster may be 
no stranger to the wrestling 
ring, nor to the Garden, but 
the circus ring is another 
matter And in April, 
Hogan played the part of a 
novice guest ringmaster at a 
circus for 18,000 handi- 
capped and special children. 
Hogan's new role resulted 
from his selection as *Man 
of the Year” by the 
Community Mayors of New 
York State, a philanthropic 
organization that sponsors 
the Annual Circus Outing 


I was April 17, and World 


ie Handicapped Children, 
sponsors are Madison 

Shine Garden and the 
Ringling Brothers and 
Barnum & Bailey Circus, 

As the head man of the 
circus performance, Hogan 
was following in some 
pretty big footsteps, even for 
a man of his size. Last year's 
Man of the Year at the 
circus was Cardinal (then 
Archbishop) John. J. 
O'Connor of the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of 
New York 

The Community Mayors 
is a statewide organization 
dedicated to serving the 
recreational needs of 
handicapped children. This 
year, more than 60,000 
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youngsters will benefit from the 
group's program, according to its 
Executive Mayor, Dominick 
Della Rocea, a Brooklyn, New 
York, restaurateur 

“He stole the show,” said Della 
Rocca of Hogan. “The kids were 
crazy about him.” 

During the performance, the 
Hulkster mixed with youngsters 
in the stands and in wheelchairs 
at ringside. As he stopped and 
chatted with the children, they 
reached out to touch him and 
shake his hand. 

“The kids really tingle when 
they meet wrestlers like the 
Hulk,” said Della Rocca. “We 
hope to do more events with 
people from wrestling.” 

According to Della Rocca, the 
Hulkster was—can you believe 
it—an bit anxious about his 
ringmaster role. “He really 
wanted to make sure things went 
just right for the children.” said 
Della Rocca. 

“Seeing those kids was im- 
portant to me,” explained the 
Hulkster. “They have real 
courage and, as far as I'm 
concerned, are a special part of 
Hulkamania.” 

The special circus has been an 
annual event for 10 years. 
Ringling Brothers, Madison 
Square Garden, all circus 
performers and all Garden 
personnel, including 18 unions, 
contribute their services free for 
the one-ring event. The reason 
for using only one ring instead of 
the traditional three is to permit 
several hundred children in wheel- 
chairs to occupy floor space close 
to the activities. A special 
ringside section is also reserved 
for visually handicapped 
children. 

The youngsters who attended 
this year’s circus came from New 
York City Board of Education 
handicapped classes, parochial 
schools and a broad range of 
institutions that work with 
handicapped children in the New 
York metropolitan area, WF 


Around The Ring 


Dog against Big John Studd 

‘and Bobby “The Weasel" 
Heenan? World Wrestling 
Federation Champion Hulk Hogan 
quoted as saying Omdorlf inspires 
him? Cowboy Bob Orton cailing 
COrndortf "Mr Pitiful"? A few months 
‘ago it would have been 
unthinkable but, believe it or not, i's 
happening. 

Most WWF fans know that Paul 
Orndortf has changed markedly 
since Roddy Piper and Orton left 
him dazed and confused in the ring 
after losing to Hulk and Mr T in 
WrestleMania March 31, But some 
question the depth of his trans- 
formation. From what Omdorff says 
both publicly and privately as well 
as his actions, is for real, allhough 
his new outlook on life doesn't 
mean that Paul will forego his 
rough-and:-ready tactics in the ring 


aul "Mr. Wondertul” Omdortt 
jeamning up with Junk Yard 


i iiiaatientetnieniimemetat 
“When the chips are 


down,” he explains, 
“you can't really trust 


people like Piper, 
Orton and Heenan. 


“I probably stit do what I've got 
toi It means winning," says 
Orndortt, “Is have to because 
Heenan, Studd and the rest of 
them are out to get me any way 
they can. So, f anything, Ive got to 
be tougher than ever” 

At the same time, however, 
Orndort's WrestleMania 
‘experience has given him some 
insights into himself that seem to 
‘be changing his personally, “When 
Piper deserted me,” he explains, "| 
felt compassion from the crowd 
They were with me. I've never felt 
that the fans were behind me 
before. it was a great feeling. To tell 
the truth, | loved it. So fm going to 
give back something in return” 


by Ed Ricciuti 


Omdortt says, moreover he has 
lana eson ihn to cos 


together 
behind my back to set me up, to 
make me take the rap for their 
‘schemes. | may have lost them as 
friends, but I've gained some new 
ones | really can trust” 

\ cnsiniiinandienda 
Heenan is livid that 
Ormndorff fired him as 
manager. The Weasel 


claims that he was 


going io drop 
Orndorif, but Paul 


acted first. 


New friends? Try Hulk and the 

toe ee ‘They seem to be 

backing Omdort in his time of trial, 
although they are stil a trite leery 
‘of him, as it they expect the old 
Paul to pop out from behind a tree 
al any moment Little by litle, 
however, Omdortf's actions are 
providing them with assurance that 
he is indeed a new man. 

One fact that has encouraged 
people like Hogan and the Dog to 
give Orndortf their hands is that, 
even when he was the worst of the 
rule-breakers, they respected him 
as a great wrestier. 

“He's a real man,” says 
"He's got plenty of heart, and that's: 
what counts. He's got a tough road 
ahead, but he's not scared, So he 


deserves support’ 
No lie, Hulk. Heenan, Piper and 
the rest of Orndortf's ex- 


John Studd says he'd lke that 
cash, And, for sure, 80 would 


Roddy Piper They are itching for 
the chance to humiliate Omdorit 
and make money doing it. As far 
‘as Heenan is concemed, 
moreover, $25,000 is small change 
next to a chance of evening the 
score with Paul, 

Heenan is livid that Orndortt fired 
him as manager The Wease} 
claims that he was going to drop 
‘Omdortt, but Paul acted firs 

“I didn’t want to waste any more 
time with Omdortt,” says Heenan, 
“He was a loser. | kept him atloat 
Without me, he's a has-been, He's 
‘got no brains, so he needed mine. 
He's got no style, so he depended 
‘on mine. He was my creature, | got 
‘SICK and tired of working him like 2 
Puppet. Now he's without brains, 
without style—he’s nothing. Good 
riddance. Creep” 

Heenan's words smack of sour 
grapes, With or without Heenan, 
Paul Orndort is one of the people 
10 beat in the WWF. Without 
Heenan, in fact, he seems to be 
‘even more formidable in the ring, 


Sa 
One fact that has 
encouraged people 
like Hogan and the 
Dog is that, 
even when he was 
the worst of the rule- 
breakers, they 
respected him as a 
great wrestler. 


Possibly it's because he can 

more on wrestling and 
less on playing out Heenan's nasty 
ittle scenarios, 

At any rate, whatever happens 
to Paul Ordort, his spit with his 
‘Old partners in plotting is having 
repercussions throughout the 
WWF And story is far from over, 
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By Keith Elliot Greenberg 


jew people were better 

prepared for the current 

phenomenon known as the 

Rock 'n Wrestting connection 
than Jesse "The Body” Ventura 
The mammoth World Wrestling 
Federation brawler trom the crazy- 
lands of Califomia has always 
‘slood out as @ bit of an eccentric 
even with the sport's vast array of 
colorful people. With his sequins, 
wraparound shades and prefer- 
ence for tie-dyed clothing, he could 
easily be mistaken for a heavy 
metal artist or - as one New York 
area reporter described him - an 
“outlaw biker” In fact, Jesse's style, 
in and out of the ring, was heavily 
influenced by the 1960s “lost 
generation,” and music is the No. 2 
passion in his life, second only to 
the squared circle 


A short time ago, Jesse put his 
feelings on vinyl, releasing two 
tracks on the Twin-Tone Records 
label in Minneapolis. Never one for 
modesty, Ventura requested that 
his likeness be engraved into the 
record "so everyone can look at 
my beautiful body while they hear 
my beautiful voice,” Jesse's 
“picture disc" features two songs 
praising the wrestler's mat finesse 
and taunting future challengers, In 
‘a voice that could be mistaken for 
no other, he performs what he calis 
‘heavy metal rap" 

Of course, Jesse is not the first 
‘grappler to ever release a record, 
(itis ironic that World Wrestling 
Federation Champion Hulk Hogan, 
the man Ventura is so often 
compared to in terms of size and 
strength, also exhibited his musical 


abilties on a Japanese label) How- 
ever, while many wresting titans 
simply went into the recording 
studio for novelty reasons, Jesse 
takes his music as seriously as he 
takes his opponents. Notwithstand- 
ing the comments of those who 
claim that Jesse is the charter 
member of his own fan club, his 
record has received acclaim trom 
knowledgeable sources. His tunes 
continue to be requested on Twin 
Cities radio stations, and fans in 
other regions have suggested that 
record stores put the "picture disc 
in stock. Jesse was asked to open 
Up for rocker Ronnie James Dio in 
Chicago, and in Los Angeles he 
traded body slams, leg locks and 
musical advice with the legendary 
Ozzy Osboume during a photo ses- 
sion for the rock magazine Faces. 
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conscious Ventur 
‘and | didn’t we 


dmitted in a rare 
ive been a tan of 


Jesse's profession: 


sabbath. His wild st 
into a lot of people 


hen the group, Mounta 
ators of Mississ; 
other memorable hits 


make a video tor the world to 
remember. After 


opportunity to 


The Body” Ventura. The video, 
a full album the 


was taped in New York's 
Park and features Ventura as a 


gling to pull a 
to the mythical sword 
. Mountain's front man, Leslie 
West, recalled that, in spite 
t that the weather w 


refused to bundle up during br 


from the taping. Why? “I had fed the Rock ’r 


World Wresti 
casts to 

verbally t 
hi 


Mountain - as well 


$ music - are flocking to 


profession. 

When these new aficionados 
turn on their televisions to watch 
hes, they'll find Jesse doing 


antary 


play-by-f 
on WWF broadca 
milion watched 
the March 31 W 
sed circuit spectacular, "The 


y ringside comn 


ody" naturally dressed appropri 
y for the occasion, He 


shiny silver bow tie, pink tie-dyed 


hing "doo-rag,” a 


type of head ornament. After the 
matches, at a party for the Wi 
fania participapts at New York's 
posh Rainbow Grill, Ventura 
got to interview the “king of 
ing commentat 


tle 


Gene was? 
ward. “He kne\ 
announcer | wa 
cared that his jot 
Jeopardy, When | interv 
at the Rainbow Grill, he 


shaking in his boots 


Althoug 


now consider 
greatest 
wrestling” He expk 
got involved in 
World Wresting 
the way to get rating 
get the greatest voi 
on the ait | 


champion - Hulk Hogan is, although 
that's only a matter of time 
there's no doubt | do the best 
commentary in wrestiing. No 
not only have Hulk 

from me, | have Me 
scared, 100, man. Maybe 
beat Hogan for the belt. 
Okerlund's job away 
Then I'l be a champion in tw 
categories 


Hogan running 


atter 


Has Jesse ever stopped to think 
that Hulk Hogan - whose endless 
‘ory skills made him a fi 


vorite 
1 interview ing the pre: 
estleMania press conferences 
might be a capable commentator 
Ht? "Hulk Hogan knows how 

talk; | give him that much, but 
say he’s a couple of notches 
beneath me. Everything Hulk 
Hogan leamed, he learned 
watching me 

it go 


ithout saying that 
title is rightfully mine, | 
wld beat him in a match, and | 
juld beat him in a debate. Hi 
Hogan knows | can tongue-tie him, 
get him frustrated. | can g 
him to where he can't ever 
about what's happening. If w 
led, I'd have him so confused, 
he'd probably walk out of the studio 
with his head spinning and fall off 
Washington Bridge’ 
Actually, Jesse smirks, this 
d not be a bad way of getting 
his hands on the heavyweight title 


With Hogan incapacitated as a 


result of his fall, an eliminat 


tournamer have to 


hampion. 


ccm 


believes he would have 


he 


it don't impr 


that impressed me about Brunc 


The only thing 
was his intelligence. It shov 
through back in 1981, the first time 
y’ Ventura came 

World Wrestling Federation. 
anths before 


fed because he 


a few m 


knew he ne 


Jesse grooves on Jimmy Hart, left, and Greg Valentine, right. 


was to retire, | made hin The Liv- 
ing Legend’ If he had wrestled me, 
| would have beat him so badly 
that he'd be The Living Nothing 
He should thank me. But | hardly 
‘ever see Bruno, so Iii have to get 
his son to thank me, When he's 
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down on his knees and I'm 
slapping him around, David 
Sammartino will thank me for his 
father 

The Junkyard Dog is another 
wrestler who Causes Jesse to 
scoft. "He's ignorant! Ventura 


assesses. “He's from the South 
and I've never gotten along with 
anybody from the South, He eats a 
lot of strange foods - grits and 
Jowls and other things | can't 
pronounce and wouldn't want to. | 
think he's strong, tough and real 
stupid. If brains were dynamite, The 
Junkyard Dog woulin' even be 
able to blow his nose 

About Tito Santana: "Chico 
‘Santana is nothing but an over- 
rated taco salesman, If Greg The 
Hammer’ Valentine is interested, | 
will accept a bounty hunter's fee to 
get Chico off his back real easy, 
We'll send him back to Mexico with 
a nice little taco stand, 

‘The British Bulidogs, Davey Boy 
Smith and the Dynamite Kid, are 
two Wrestlers fans iove for whom 
Jesse expresses uncharacteristic 
praise. “They look sensational in 
the ring. As a tag team, they've 
shown me moves | had to look up 
myself, They've impressed me, 
though | dont think they're nearly 
‘as tough individually. But Nikolai 
Volkoff and the tron Sheik better 
ok out for them” 

It his wrestling, broadcasting and 
rock 'n’ roll schedules were not so 
hectic, Ventura says he would like 
to try managing The British Bull- 
dogs, although they say they would 
have nothing to do with a rule- 
breaker "Right now, they have skil 
but they're too nice,” Jesse says of 
them. "I'd make them mean, and 
\'d make them into champions. 

His premier goal is stil toppling 
Hogan for the belt, “I've found the 
champion's weakness,” he claims. 
"He's spreading himself too thin 
First, he trained that goofball Hillbilly 
and tried to move him up the 
ladder too fast. What happens? 
Johnny Valiant dislocates the Hill- 
billy's kneecap in San Diego and 
puts him out of commission. Then, 
Hogan trains Mr. 7. Hogan isn't 
putting enough concentration on 
being champ, and one of these 
nights I'm gonna get him, 

‘And then Jesse "The Body" 
Ventura wil get Mean Gene 
Okerlund, and after that the entire 
music industry, and after that 
anyone knows. WF 
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Jimmy Snuka Ricky Steamboat 


and 
Q id quick in the 
squared circle, Steamboat is more 
apt to leap at his opponents off the 
top rope, using high 
powerlul chops, whereas Muracc 
will launch a physical assault of 
vicious brutality to overpower his 
adversaty, 

Perhaps the one person who 
can best blend these styles of ring 

wy into an unrelenting onslaught 
is Jimmy *Supertly® Snuka, Born on 
Fuji, a group of 320 islands near 
the Koro Sea with a population of 
Jess than 1 milion, Snuka grew up 
in an area that once was the haun 
of cannibals and powerful trva 
chiet 

The windward sides of the islands 
are covered with dense tropical 

s, while the leeward si 

contain grassy plains, In education, 
Fiji draws islanders to ils University 
of the South Pacific and medical 
che 
shipment point for trade to the 


arate Kicks or 


In commerce, Fiji is a trans 


covered by 

mountains and surrounded by 

yral reefs. Part of the coast is 
ned by high cits, 
a partin Si fe. The courage 
that enables him to leap from he 
ring ropes high into the air came 
froin his carefree days as a youth, 
ould dive of cliffs into 


NWF he was fairly 
esting ring. And be 


he and unrestrained 
35 a cannibal warrior with a savage 
sisposition, He often flew off the 


anatily and vehemently 
taking out his frus 
eary opponents with closed fists 
and brutal chop 
of brutality w 
uld be expected fram such 


nothing less 


than cot 
a warn 

But, then, with experienc 
in the "Superfl 
Soon thereatter, Snuka became the 
man he really had been all along: 
franquil and calm, in tune with bi 
native way of lite. He learned to 
control his intensity, except when 
opponents went too far with illegal 
tactics, Then, as is still the case, he 


a 
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Don Muraco 


Roddy Pi 


am Champior 
yeaches af hi 


beloved homeland to regain th 
ost momentum he su 
hands of Tito Sant 
1984, in Boston, Massachusetts. 

After finding strength 
himself, and learning the deepest 
and darkest mysteries of Oriental 
fighting arts trom the devious and 
Mr Fuji, Muraco 
erent perso turn 
the WWF more destructive to his 
opposition than ever be 


a 


nists in a brutal assault th 

topped with a special blend of 
al arrogance, Also, with F 
another side of Mura 


anagel 
ot this is valid 
there is no doubt in anyone's min 
that this destructive duo’s familiarty 
with Oriental mysticism is resp 
sible for this, 


Muraco also has pertected his 
vicious Asiatic splke. ‘When the 
spike is applied with my thumt 
between the collar bone and under 
the windpipe—whether it be or 
Tito Santana, Hulk Hogan, the 
Junkyard Dog or Jimmy Snuka, 
Muraco says with a killer's 

in his eyes, "they will quale 
will gurgle because there is nc 
protection against it, They will 


i'm breathing hard and working 
out like a dynamo, only becau: 
70No escaping the —_truly believe that conditioning is 
t that “Island Boy" Ricky What puts you there and what 
nboat—appropriately ni PS you on top. And as you c: 
named “The Happy Hawaiian I'm in the best shape of my 19 
‘entific wrestler i'm taking personal pride in 
because coming into the 


ing head to head 


ing Magniticen 
The 


mys 
WF me 
a with the t 


Snuka, he can be classified a: 
high flyer, and 


ther they make 
the South Pacitio Wher 
formidable tag team ship 
SPG, Steamboat r 
‘What he SPC? The boy 
from blue Hawaii and the man’ 
from Fiji Pacific 


Connection—have come tot 
and joined f | would say 
i's been a lon 
an. I'm so happy that Jimmy ha: 
taken to me like an isianc 
open arms, and 


elcomed me ir WWF. And 
far as everybody in tag tear 
competition is concemed, we're 


ling you right now thal 


we're 


Whether 
1 Boys 
diate future, th 
pat, Snuka at 


three 


wrestler 


World Tag Tear Championship 
belts currently held by the lron 
Sheik and Nikolal Volkott 

f y caught in the middle of 
a training session, Steamboat set 
the record straight about his 

The last few years people 
been writing and saying that 
Steamboat slacked off wrestling tor 
business interests, that he's no 
longer into the game of things. Well 


'm just giving a mess 
competition out there 


2 10 all the 


‘Heenan studies his furry trend’ 


do not claim to be an authority 
on weasels. But | know 
‘something about them. I've 
writlen about these creatures 
several times in magazines such 
‘as Audubon and Outdoor Life. 
When | say “weasel,” by way of 
explanation, | use the term to 
include the entire group of critters 
commonly called "the weasel 
family" not just the members 
whose proper names include the 


word "weasel." 

1s Heenan really a weasel? To 
find the answer, we should 
examine the characteristics of the 
weasel family and compare them 
with those of Heenan. 


The Weasel Family 

To begin with, the weasel farnily 
isa large one. It includes not only 
short-tailed and fong-tailed 
weasels, but also a host of other 


Weaselus Managers 


animals. Some are familiar, some 
rare. Among them are polecats, 
ferrets, badgers, skunks, 
wolvennes, otters, minks, stink 
badgers and fishers, 

The beasts belonging to the 
weasel family differ greatly in 
appearance. Take their faces, for 
‘example. Ferrets have round litle 
faces with pointed snouts and rings 
around their eyes. To the human 
eye, a ferret is cute and attractive 
The honey badger of Africa, on the 
other hand, is pug ugly. Its snout is 
pushed in, its eyes are small and 
shifty, and its jaws full of big fangs. 

One trait the members of the 
family share, however, is glands 
below the rump which produce a 
secretion that, not to mince words, 
stinks. They leave a bad smell 
behind, The family member that 
reeks to heaven most, of course, is 
the skunk. The stink badger of 
Malayasia, as its name implies, 
doesn’t exactly smell like cologne, 
either And from the wolverine 
arises a stench as putrid as the 
inside of a garbage truck. 

The foul odor of these creatures 
is a defense. Another defense 
weasels have is that they will take 
@ powder and craw into a hole if 
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threatened by a beast they cant 
handle. 

Not that weasels don't like to 
beat on other animals. On the 
contrary, They can be alley fighters, 
slippery and vicious in a brawl 
‘Quick, tricky and hard to pin down, 
they know how to go for the vital 
spots, such as the head. 

Few animals, moreover, are as 
bloodthirsty as weasels. Often they 
act like killing machines and go on 
a real killing spree. A weasel that 
sneaks into a hen house may kill 
dozens of chickens, People who 
think of animals as having human. 
motives say weasels are nasty for 
the fun of it 

On the other hand, weasels can 
be playful. They like to pester and 
tease. Sometimes, however, their 
tricks are really down and dirty 
Take the wolverine, for instance. If it 
breaks into a trapper's cabin with 
no one at home, the beast may 
tear it apart—and leave its 
repulsive scent on whatever food it 
does not chomp down, 

When they are on the prowl and 
Up to no good, weasels are sneaky 
and silent, They creep around out 
‘of sight, crawl through holes so tiny 
it seems impossible they can 


wiggle through them. Then, 
suddenly, when the victim leasts 
suspects it, they strike, 

When playing around, on the 
other hand, some of the weasel 
tribe have really loud mouths. They 
yap, shriek and babble on no end. 
Some weasels also are fancy 
dressers. Their coats are among 
the finest furs. People pay big 
bucks for the likes of mink, sable 


and ermine, 

Another thing about weasels is 
that they are crafty, cunning and 
clever Wolverines, for instance, are 
‘smart enough to break up traps. 
without getting caught. Sea otters 
use stones as tools. Ferrets are 
good at taking things apart. Added 
to all their other vicious character- 
istics, their brains make them 
‘extremely dangerous. 
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throw so many at you that it's hard 
to remember which are real and 
which are put-ons. When he wants 
fo ooze charm to get his way, for 
instance, Heenan can smile as 


and he grins evily, as i! tasting his 
hoped-for victory in advance. 


Heenan seems to be nasty just for 
sheer tt 


‘was not just aimed at Andre but 
also to set up Hulk so Studd might 


He slinks from one side of the ring 
to the other trying to keep out of 
the referee's sight He may prow! 
the ring apron or lurk in a comer 
All the while he is wailing for a 
chance to strike unexpectedly in 
some way that will give his man an 


him in action, the answer is a 


Another thing that must be said 
about Heenan is that he is a slick 
dresser Seldom do you catch him 
not dressed to the nines in 
‘expensive jackets, silk shirts and 
‘shoes that cost big bucks. It's part 
Of his image and, insiders say, he 
feels that costly duds may mask 

shabbiness. 
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Brian DePaima’s 


WISE 
GUYS 


Hollywood Lightning 
Strikes Albano! 


28 


Lou and star Joe Piscopo mug it up for the camera 


Capiain Lou is co-starring in the 
MGN film comedy Wise Guys, 
directed by Brian DePalma, whose 
recent credits include Scarlace 
and Body Double, and produced 
by Aaron Russo, who managed 
singer Bette Midgler and then 
produced her film hit, The Rose. 
His recent hits include Trading 
Places and Teachers. The stars of 
Wise Guys are Danny DeVito, 
known to millions as the dil 
sergeant of a dispatcher on 
television's Taxi, and Joe Piscopo, 
of Saturday Night Live fame. 

To play Frankie the Fixer in the 
film, scheduled for release around 
the holidays, Lou had to cut off his 
shaggy locks, shave his beard and 
take those multicolored rubber 
bands out of his face. Even so, 
Frankie the Fixer comes off in the 
film as the real Lou. The Captain, in 
effect, acted like himset 

He's stealing the movie," said 
Piscopo, as he watched Lou 


WWE Magucine August! September 85 


perform on the set 
International Casino, “We 
learning from him, He's a natur 
and keeps the whole set laughing. 
‘Lou did everything expected of 
oted Rus: ast him for 
the part because his reading was 
so superb. | even had picked 
someone else but after hearing 
Lou I had no choice but to take 
him. From a producer's standpoint, 


the Resorts 


he was loyal, on time, and a good 
performer He did just what we 
asked of him, 

Lou, for his part, is unroutinely 


serious about 
it 0 
challenge, and Ic lke to do 1 
movies. 

Albano says, in fact, that he has 
been approac’ ssibl 
future movie roles. Meanv 
that filming Wise Guys has finished, 
the stubble is coming back on his 
pudgy face and the old rubbe 
bands are in place again. The 


hile, now 


Capt 
Fixer now exists 


the script 
gunmi 


Old friends 
the underworld la 
$10,000 of their t 


in 


G 


some violence 
level, I has be 
‘Laurel and # 


ain hai 


eliminate Pisc 


New 
The $13 million fi 


dfather 
Chios wh 


wrestling manager and film star 
The same dynamic and zany per- 
sonality that has made him a great 
manager served him well in front of 
the motion picture cameras. 

Not that the Captain hasnt 
acted before. He has appeared in 
Cyndi Lauper videos Giris Just 
Wanna Have Fun, She Bop and 
Time Atter Time, as well as the 
Lauper video The Goonies 'r Good 
Enough, the theme song for the 
new Stephen Spielberg movie The 
Goonies. (See cover story) His role 
as Frankie the Fixer however is 
first major film part. 

Watched as he worked on the 
set in Atlantic City, Lou seemed to 
be thoroughly enjoying his debut 
as a motion picture star. Off 
camera, he was his usual exube’ 
ant self. He beamed. He bounced. 
He chattered, He walked around 
the casino and along the board- 
walk, shaking hands with the 
myriad fans who recognized him 
despite his clean-shaven appear- 
ance. Not that it really was cifficult 
to know Lou was around. His 
fname flashed in lights atop the 
Resorts International building 
Rumor along the boardwalk had it 
that, in the dark of of night, Lou 
would leave his hotel room, go out: 
side, look up and stand there 
watching as “Captain Lou Albano’ 
flashed on above him 

Knowedgeable observers of the 
entertainment scene predict great 
success for Lou in show business. 

‘Lou's a tremendous talent” says 
David Wolf, the manager of Cyndi 
Lauper "Russo and DePalma 
acknowledged this when they 
chose him for the part 

The Captain's new-found motion 
picture stardom, however, has not 
pleased everyone. Not surprisingly 


one who scofis at his success is 
Rowdy Roddy Piper, with whom 
Lou broke after his much-publicized 
reconciliation with Cyndi Lauper 

“The only reason they picked 
that bag of wind for the part was 
Decause he is fat,’ snickers Piper 

if they needed a lady-killer, who 

would they have picked? You 
know. Me.” 

| can act rings around Albano, 
says his ex-friend, Classy Freddie 


Biassie. "| understand Frankie the 
Fixer dresses like he shops at the 
Salvation Army. For Albano, that's a 
step up. As a sloppy dresser, he's a 
natural. Obviously, they needed 
someone who didn't have class; 
otherwise the part would have: 
been mine 

Sour grapes? Decide for your- 
self, Blassie and Piper can grouse 
ail they want, It's Lou who is up 
in lights WF 
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WWF HOME VIDEOS | 


cardboard figure display 
World Wresting Federat 
‘Champion Hulk Hogan 
stands in a video shop. “Take 

me hore,” the print on the display 

says. So a customer pik 


ks up tt 


figure and starts to cart it out of 
the store 

‘No way.” says the store owner. 
it's an ad. 


The Hulkster figure is an 
advertising display for the new 
series of official WWF home video 
Cassettes, featuring live WWF 
action, not only of recent years but 
of the past. Video store owners 
report that some customers are 
taking the display literally and trying 
{o take the cardboard Huk home 
with them, Weil, that's a no-no. But 
now you can bring Hulk and the 
other top WWF wrestiers into the 
living room on videotape cassette: 

The cassettes. between 75 and 
80 minutes long, are a product of 
Coliseum Video™, a branch of 
A&H Video Sales of New York City, 
which owns the Video Shack retail 
chain and is one of the largest 
distributors of home video 
cassettes in the world. A&H 
distributes videos for most of the 
major motion picture studios. 

The WWF videos are produced 
by veterans in the busines 
also happen to be longtime 
the WWF They kr 
business, and they kno 
The result is 2 sees tru 
action and drama 
competition through the ye 
Three types of programs 
available in a series of six video 
casseties One features the best 
matches in the WWF. including 
classic bouts between Bruno 
Sammartino and Larry Zybysko, 
Jimmy Snuka and Roddy Piper 
and Gorilla Monsoon and 
Heavyweight Boxing Champion 


Muhammad Ali 
Another series of videos profiles 
top stars. Already on sale is a 
cassette on the Hulkster and 
Hulkamania. tells something of 
the champ's background, 
pribes his secret conditioning 
methods and looks at some of his 
favorite matches, including his win 
over the Iron Sheik for the WWF 
tile, A third series features some of 
the oddities and humor of the 
WWF ring, starting out with a 
cassette called Wresting's 
Bloopers, Bleeps, and Bodysiams 


Covered in this video are some of 


ts On th 
WWF's TINT television program, 
luding ing of Pau 


Butcher” Vachon. 

Additionally, the video series 
enables WWF fans to relive the 
wild excitement of the greatest 
closed-circutt wrestling show ever 
presented. A has 
been issued on WrestleMania 
which, when it occurred March 31, 
was hailed as one of the most 
thriling sports nent 

ever WE 
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Hooray for Andre. 


o orld Wrestling Federation 
‘Grapplers have appeared in 
Tock videos betore. Rock 


| 


personales such as singing 
superstar Cyndi Lauper have 
participated in WWF spectaculars — 
in Cyndi's case as manager of 
Women's Champion Wendi Richter. 
‘The crossover. as fans know, forms 
the Rock 'n Wrestling Connection 
‘Now the link has been further 
soldified. A bevy of WWF grapplers 
have played major roles ina 
smash, two-part Cyndi Lauper 
video based on her rendition of the 
title song of the hit Steven 
Spielberg film, The Goonies. 

"Wrestlers have been in rock 

videos before,” says Lauper's 
manager David Wolf: "But this is 
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the first rock in wrestling video 4p 
which several wrestiers play a 
really integral part 

Featured with Lauper in the 
video, which was produced by 
Richard Donner and premiered on 
MTV, are Captain Lou Albano, 
Wendi Richter, Rowdy Roddy Piper 
the Fabulous Mooiah, the Iron 
Sheik, Nikolai Vokoft, Classy 
Freddie Blassie and Andre the 
Giant. How did the producers 
engineer a situation in which Piper 
and crew worked with their arch: 
foes Lauper, Albano and Richter? 

Easy)’ says Wolfl, who also 
appeared in the video. “Tue, they 
hate Cyndi, But when Piper heard 
about the video, he and those 
other clowns ied to grab it for 
themselves. They tried to use 
Cyndi, But she knew that some 
real vilains were naeded for key 
roles, so she went along with i 
Piper, he Sheik and the rest were 
trouble from the first day, but they 
id @ good job—thelr egos mace: 


: || BATTERIES 


Piper and his. cronies play 
nasties of the worst sort in the 
video, which has a two-tiered story 
line. On one level, Piper plays a 
greedy banker who, with a landlord 
Played by the Iron Sheik, tries to 
evict Lauper, Richter, Albano and 
Wolff from their home and 
business, a gas station, The 
second scenario has Lauper and 
her friend seeking a treasure in a 
mysterious cave, where they are 
pursued by pirates which are none 
other than Piperand his cutthroats, 
The "Goonies: a group of 
youngsters that are the focus of 
the Spielberg film, go along with 


« Lauper on her quest. 


et « 
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i pr 
* |The film which premiered in 
June, tells the story of. @ group of 

x youngsters ftom the "Goon Docks 
|e neighborhood that is the wrong 

|_| side of the tracks: in the town 

"| Where the movie takes place. They 

_gée Seatch for @ hidden treasure to 


save Ihe home of their impoverished 
families. Laupar sings two songs 
‘on the sound track. The title song 
is The Goonies 't Good Enough. 
Her other perlormance is What 
@ Thrill 

Executive producers of tne 
_ “Ds Warner Bros, motion picture were 
Spielberg, Kathy Kennedy and 
Frank Marshall, Richard Oonner 
and Harvey Berard were 
producers. Spialberg, who 
. appeared inthe video, helped Woltt 
‘and Donner conopplualize the 
video plot, which parallels that of 
the movie. We 
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lunkyard Dog in an aut 
with Rowdy Roddy Pipe 
And in the Junk Wagon anc 
the Hot Rod, yet. Andre th 
Giant opening a baker 
his mothe 


and doesn 
asa wrestler. Hulk Hogan battling 
horsenappers.. Anc all with a rock 


4] 
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September 14. Its a new cartoon 
senes, Hulk Hogan's Rock 'n 
Wrestling, featuring top World 
Wrestling Federation stars, both 
animated and live versions. 

The one-hour comedy show, 
scheduled to run from 10:00 a.m. to 
11:00 am. each week, includes 
three animated cartoons and 
several live skits by WWF wrestlers. 
Each of the cartoon stories and 
skits is independent of one another, 
but together, CBS officials feel, they 
‘200 up to “no-holds-barred action 
and no-holds-barred comedy" 

Running a new program for an 
hour in the prime 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 
am. Saturday time slot is virtually 
unheard-of in network television, 
but CAS ie pining big hopes on 


ming and daytime specials, says 
she anticipates the program will 
help raise CBS Saturday morning 
ratings. CBS is No, 2, while NBC, 
which will air the Smurfs and 
Punky Brewster opposite the Hulk, 
holds top spot 

“The program demands an hour 
because it has such a rich group 
of characters,” says Price, “It has 
intricate plots and palsies story lines 
that require an hour 

The first cartoon segment of the 
show runs for 10 minutes and 
usually has a plot in which WWF 
wrestlers are faced with a 
challenge. In the premiere, for 
Instance, Junk Yard Dog, helped by 
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Tito Santana, races in his Junk 


every 

the book to win. Does he? Youtl 
know in September 

The second cartoon is 21 
minutes long and will usually focus 
‘on WWE wresting characters 
facing off-the-mat situations, such 
as helping people in danger. The 
premiere script cals for Hulk, Tito: 
Santana, Wendi Richter and their 
other WWF friends to aid a litle gir 
whose pet horse has been tar- 
geted by thieves. Hulk and crowd 


with a curious twist at the end. Why 
did the thieves want the horse? 
Because the nag... Twists and 
tums of plot are integral fo the 
cartoon series, according to CBS. 


way. Andre is at Hulk's gym when 
8 postcard arrives for him from his 
mother. She's coming to visit him in 
the United States, Andre leams. 
“Oh, nof" says Andre, “That's 


Doesn't Andre like his mom? 
That's what Hulk wants to know, 
It's not that he doesnt love mama, 
Andre explains, but he never told 
her he was in the bash ‘em, bang 
‘em business of professional 


wrestling. Mama might not like that 

Hulk, Captain Lou Albano and 
the rest of the gang ponder 
‘Andre's problem, They decide to 
tum the Giant into a French pastry 
hel, They rent a bakery and install 
the Giant as baker, 

Mama arrives to see her litie 
boy, He's thin, she frets. His. 
posture is bad. But she's never- 
theless pleased as punch at 
‘Andre's bakery business. At least, 
before she sees it in zany 
‘operation. As bakers, Andre, Hulk, 
Lou, Jimmy Snuka, Tto Santana 
‘and their associates are rank 
amateurs, Great wrestlers they 
may be, but they couldn’ bake 
their way out of a nursery school, 
The result is a botched up bakery, 
ple in the sky and an embarrassed 
Giant, That is, until his mother 
reveals that 

CBS officials say the cartoon 
Characters based on the WWF 
stars will remain true to the 
personalities of the real people. 
The difference is that the 
Characters will be involved in 
situations outside of the wrestling 
ring, 

"The stories will be emotional 
and warm," says Judy Price. “They 
will have lots of heart.” 

‘And, says Price, the stories are 
sufficently clever and involved that 
mom and dad may be there right 
alongside the kids to watch the 
animated antics of Hulk, his 
buddies and his foes WF 


he village of Wigan, not far 
from the city of Manchester in 
northwestern England. is a 
rough and rugged coal mining 
town. The people who live there are 
as gritty as the rock from which 
they extract their living. It's not an 
‘easy life, but one that forges tough, 
courageous men. Two of Wigan’, 
sons are now demonstrating this 
fact for World Wrestling Federation 
fans. 

Davey Boy Smith and the 
Dynamite Kid—who form the 
explosive new tag team, the British 
Bulldogs—are astonishing WWF 
audiences with their daredevil 
maneuvers in the ring. Aerial 
maneuvers so dazzling and 
innovative they don even have 
names, stam-bang action virtually 
every moment and plain old hard- 
Nosed persistence are their trade- 
marks. Foes who have faced them 
so far have not been able to cope 
with the high-flying tacties of these 
Britishers, who in but a few months 
have established themselves as great 
fan favorites. 

The aura the Bulldogs project is 
‘one of explosive excitement. Their 
breathtaking brand of wrestling 
‘combines tremendous power with 
acrobatics the likes of which seldom 
has been seen in the squared circle. 
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Their arsenal of offensive moves 


includes holds and str 


uniquely their own, some never seen 
before in the ring 
“Those guys do things that are 
brand new even to me,” said Jesse 
Ventura, grappler and color 
commentator who seldom has a 
good word for wrestlers like the 
Bulldogs, who take pride in good 
sportsmanship. “I mean, the 
have steel springs in the! 
in the air almost more than 
on the mat.” 


must 


this astonishing assault 
both members 
opposing team enter the fray at 
one. First 
oes down, from a fly 


ne of the opponents 
shoulder 
mash, for instance, or a drop kick 
out of mid air. Next one of the 
Bulldogs jumps the oppor 
standing. One, two, thr 
fortu 


the 


un ate wrestler is raised in the 


air to the Bulldog’s shoulders and 
held helpless across them. 
was abo 
the 


mis not yet to co 
Meanwhile, the other Bulldog 


has climbed to the top ropes, As if 
shot from a mortar, he high in the 
air. Descending feet-first, he uses the 
wrestler on his partner's shoulders 
as a springboard, shoots skyward 
again and then lands with shattering 
force on the foeman that was 
downed. No more problems from 
him. The hapless wrestler who 
served as a springboard, table 
already shaken from the impact of 
body slam. 

“What do you call that?" a 
reporter asked the Bulldogs after 
they performed the astonishing 
routine in a recent match. 

“We dont know; we just do it” 
replied the Bulldogs 

So far, moreover, since the 
Bulldogs burst upon the WWE, 
adversaries have found it almost 
impossible to keep either of the 
Britishers down on the mat for 


more than a few moments. Even 
When they take a hard fall, the 
Bulldogs rebound with nip-ups so 
fast its hard for the eye to follow 
them. Opponents who have taken 
the Bulldogs down and clamped a 
hold on them find themselves 


Vietims of lightning reverses, ending 


up with the Britishers in com 
Or else, on breaking a hold, 1 
Bulldogs will flip to t 


Bulldogs 


with continual motion and 


maneuvers that see 


and different. 


Their knowledge of 


scientific holds ‘ows rivals 
that of anyone in the WWE 
Monkey flips, front suplexes, back 


body drops and power be 
ms—you name it. they di 
Their iner ried weapons 
come at the opposition so quickly 
and in such ingenious combinations 
that they are almost impossible t 
And they work 


defend against. 


together as smoothly as only years 


d started 


“We k 


Davey Boy Sm 
another's minds 

Dave 
three 
forces profession: 
Kid put on the tights. From 
it was all over for the teams th 


had to face ther 


Although neither are huge men by WWF 
standards—Davey Boy is 240, the Kid 230—they also 
have plenty of power. Intensive body building and 
‘weight training for power has given them bodies that 
ripple with muscles. They are rock hard, with nary a 
‘waste bit of flesh. Their necks are like pillars. 

The Dynamite Kid, for instance, has a 19-inch neck. 
He uses the strength of his neck as a psychological 
ploy to take the heart out of opponents. If an 
adversary manages to bring the Kid down on his back, 
the Britisher simply raises his body off the mat with a 
neck bridge. Breaking down that bridge has been 
nearly impossible for the people the Bulldogs have 
battled so far 

AAs the Bulldogs continue to make their way up the 
WWF ladder, however, they will have to face some of 
the strongest men in the world. The likes, for example, 
of Olympian Ken Patera and his gigantic sidekick Big 
John Studd. Also, Jim “the Anvil” Neidhart and Brett 
Hart, another pair of strongmen, have recently teamed 
up in a duo that definitely could out-muscle the Bulldogs. 

And if the Britishers want it all—a championship 
belt—they will have to face the pulverizing team of the 
Iron Sheik and the immense Nikolai Volkoff, 


Programs assuming, of course, they can hold onto the title until a 
eT tee SOLD OUT Oficial World Wresting Tmttne Bulldogs don’ teem wore All of th 

1, julldogs don’ seem worried. “All of those men 
pl Becta eee Houine by ia Teasigae | are fine wrestlers,” says Smith, “And, mate, they're 
ne Se Mee Bade Ree strong. We know that. But we think we are good 
Biot Te ene the years mon axcting enough to overcome their advantage of strength.” 
1105 The Masked Superstar moments nth Wed “We'd mun circles around Studd and Patera,” says 
Peed ea vot oe Urey the Kid. “Well move around them, in and out, unt 
#108 The Iron Shoik corpus ts ese they are so tired we can take it to them. They couldn't 
#108 Hulk Hogan Sau Upaieyouwestro. | kecp up with us. Were much faster= 
the Roney Roady Piper peo bedl metre As for Neidhart and Hart, Smith says he and the 
ie Volos poe erat tae iar Kid are much better scientific wrestlers then they, 
#117 Junk Yarg Dog ‘only $300 each (includes. “We'd outthink them,” he says. “And our acrobatics 
4318 Grog Valontine poses & randieg} payable | will leave them shaking their heads.” 


‘The Sheik and Volkoff pose another problem. “The 
Sheik is terribly strong and a great scientific wrestler; 
says the Kid, “And Volkoff is huge. We'd have to play 
them like a matador does a bull.” 

The Sheik and Volkoff donY act concerned about 
the Bulldogs, whatever they may think. “British, 
sncers the Sheik. “They just like Americans, Weak.” 

Neidhart has a few comments to make about the 


f 
4 
: 
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ef S i f. Bulldogs, too. “Those punks are used to European 

e i = ¢ wrestlers, smaller than in the WWF. They've never met 
" * « anyone like me, I'd throw ‘em around like babies.” 
Enclosed is a check for for (quantity) — Studd and Patera also think they are too much for 
WWE Program(s) at $300 each. including Postage & Handling. the Bulldogs. “How could they beat this?” says Patera, 
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flexing his massive biceps. “And John will make 
lapdogs out of them.” 
Are the Bulldogs up to the challenge? Some fans are 


Account No afraid the truly big men may be too much for them. 
Expiration Date LITT] SORASNE, GOD'S tryna croah cant But, then, many people thought Hitler's Luftwaffe was 
ae ; too much for the British Royal Air Force. And look 


TDGeATyaiwenewvamsne | what happened at the Battle of the Britian, W 
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By Mighty 


ne of the most extraordinary 

lentries into the World 

Wrestling Federation during 

recent years is the mammoth 
King Kong Bundy. Bundy, 
towering well over the heads of 
many grapplers at 6 feet 5 inches 
tall and tipping the scales at a 
mind-boggling 458 pounds, 
certainly is one of the most 
intimidating individuals in the 
history of professional wrestling. 
Bald as a cue ball, Bundy is a 
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Mike Kimmel 


striking figure who brings back 
memories of the 1940s mat star Tor 
Johnson, the Super Swedish Angel, 
With Andre the Giant occupying 
a position of prominence in the 
WWF and Hulk Hogan holding 
world championship honors, it was 
only to be expected that a 
challenger of Bundy’s stature would 
soon appear on the scene to hurl 
down the gauntlet. Bundy docs not 
have the height of Andre nor the 
sculptured muscles of Hogan, but 


While Bundy should prove a frighte 
foeman for Andre, the 
rue. Andre the Giant is the larg 
e Bundy has 


56 


instead a body resembling that of a 
Japanese sumo wrestler, No body- 
builder, he nevertheless is obviously 
well-acquainted with heavy barbell 
training and has a powerlifter’s 
strength, Television commentator 
Jesse “The Body” Ventura recently 
indicated that Bundy is capable of 
handling 600 to 650 pounds on the 
bench press, 

Given his immense size, Bundy 
especially invites comparisons with 
Andre the Giant. Ring meetings 
between the two behemoths are 
expected to be many. For Andre, 
Bundy clearly represents a study in 
contrasts, The latest in a long series 
‘of Goliaths intent upon embellish 
ing his own reputation at Andre's 
expense, Bundy poses a real threat 
to the Giant. His overwhelming 
physical strength and elephantine 
body make him perhaps even more 
difficult an opponent for Andre 
than even Big John Studd. 

‘Andre has bested a multitude of 
herculean strongmen in the past, 
but cach of these mighty matmen 
have given away a 100-10-200- 
pound weight advantage, Andre 
has also faced wrestlers who may 
‘approach, but not equal, Bundy’ 
weight, although none of them 
have combined such strength and 
bulk as does the baldheaded 
newcomer, 

Some of Andre's competitors 
have, at times, tested the immense 
Frenchman to his superhuman 
limits. Admittedly, Andre has 
ultimately triumphed, but even the 
Giant's most loyal followers have 
recently been forced to concede the 
fact that their hero is not inyul- 
erable, The entire wrestling world 
was stunned at the humiliating 
“haircut” inflicted upon the “Eighth 
Wonder of the World,” who had 
been brutally beaten into an'uncon- 
scious state by the team of Studd, 
Ken Patera and Bobby Heenan, 

In contrast, King Kong Bundy 
has not, at this writing, displayed 
any signs of weakness whatsoever. 
He appears to be an unstoppable, 
single-minded instrument of 
destruction intent upon laying 
waste to the top echelon of WWF 
competition. A man who laughs at 
rules, Bundy uses much more 
ruthless ring tactics than does the 
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straight-shooting Andre, which can 
no doubt be attributed, at least in 
part, to the efforts of Bundy’s 
manager, Jimmy Hart. 

Bundy, on the other hand, has 
not had nearly as much interaction 
with top caliber WWF opposition 
tas the veteran Andre. So, although 
Bundy is more of a brawler than 
Andre the Giant, he also lacks the 
French gargantua’s extensive WWF 
ring experience, 

It still is unclear, however, exactly 
in what way the experience factor 
might affect the outeame of a 
future encounter, and so this point 
must remain merely a matter of 
conjecture, Bundy may be a fresh, 
volatile, new leviathan ready to 
make his mark in the WWE by his 


Since both men can 
be considered quite 
evenly matched, the 
deciding factor in a 
struggle between the 
two giants may be 
tactical mental 
preparation. 
—S——— 


pure brute strength. On the other 
hand, up against Andre, Bundy will 
need more than his natural physical 
attributes alone to survive, even 
though he could be the most. 
powerful adversary Andre the 
Giant has yet to face, 

While Bundy should prove a 
frighteningly formidable foeman for 
Andre, the converse also holds true. 
Andre the Giant is the largest and 
most impressive challenge Bundy. 
has ever faced, for the obvious 
reason that Andre is the largest 
competitor in the history of 
professional wrestling. Though 
Bundy has whipped virtually all 
opposition in the past, none of his 
‘opponents have prepared him for 
what will occur after Andre the 
Giant steps over the top rope to 
meet him, 

Nevertheless, King Kong Bundy 
is a grappler literally brimming over 
with self-confidence. He displays 


the arrogance of a man who 
considers himself invincible and 
does not believe the opponent 
exists who may prove him wrong. 
As testament to his tremendous 
arrogance, Bundy is in the habit of 
ordering referees to count to five, 
rather than three, to signify a pin. 
Presumably, this indicates that 
Bundy’s defeated opponents have 
little or no chance of effecting a 
kickout from the pin, and thus all 
potential future controversy is 
climinated. 

Interestingly, however, Bundy did 
not order a five-count in his win 
over Swede Hansen, Bundy had 
several rough moments against the 
big veteran from the South and, 
while the victory was clear cut, the 
failure to ask for a five-count might 
hint that Bundy was simply glad to 
et the bout over with and come 
out on top, Perhaps this indicates 
that the self-proclaimed King Kong 
is not as cocksure as he acts, 

Competition between Andre and 
Bundy will treat WWF spectators 
{o ring history, and the result will 
be of tremendous importance to 
professional wrestling. Never before 
has @ wrestling promoter been able 
to offer Andre the Giant an 
‘opponent who can almost match 
him pound for pound. A battle 
between the 458-pound Bundy and 
the 487-pound Andre the Giant is 
one which could easily be waged 
within the confines of a Japanese 
sumo wrestling circle. 
ince both men can be con- 
sidered quite evenly matched, the 
deciding factor in a struggle 
between the two giants may be 
tactical mental preparation, Each 
will need to rely on instinet and 
specific strategic planning geared 
toward whatever flaws he can find 
in his adversary’s wresting style, 
While itis difficult to imagine any 
grappler recovering from either 
Andre’s big splash or Bundy’s 
crushing knee drop, it is also hard 
to envision either of these 
mountainous men falling victim to 
aa pin. A war between the two 
undoubtedly will prove one of the 
sreat ring spectacles of recent years, 
and it is likely that numerous bouts 
will be required in order to 
determine a decisive victor WE 


Staying Fit 


Ove him or hate him, you've 

got to admit that Paul "Mr 

Wonderful’ Omdortt is one 

heck of a physical specimen, 
He has muscles on his muscles. 
‘Omdorff has an ego, assuredly, 
and takes immense pride in his. 
near-perfect body, But vanity is not 
the main reason he works so hard 
at developing and maintaining his 
physical condition, 

"Condition is the difference 
between just getting by and being 
(on top in the World Wresting 
Federation ring.’ says Orndorff. "I's 
the key” 

Orndorff works out regularly in 
the gym, no easy task for a man 
who Is continually on the road, 
Getting at the weights at least four 


days weekly requires tolal 
dedication, In this issue of the 
Official WWF Magazine, Omdortt 
shares the program of exercise 
that gives this great athlete such 
massive and powerlul upper arms. 

“1 work on the biggest part of the 
arm first—the triceps’ he explains. 
After warming up, he begins with 
French curls, He maintains a close 
rip on the bar, with thumbs only 3 
to 4 inches apart, The grip puts all 
the strain on the triceps and works 
them intensively, His routine calls 
for five sets of eight to 10 
repetitions each, working up to a 
weight of 245 pounds, 


Next he goes for a power move- 


ment, Lying flat on @ declined 
bench, he grips a bar with an 8- 


inch spread and presses up to 315 
pounds, He tries for three to four 


“Se{s of eight to 10 repetitions each, 


{tis his favorite exercise, Orndortf 
notes, 

‘The next triceps exercise is 
done on @ press-down machine, 
He does three sets of press-downs 
Gripping a rope placed over the 
machine. Orndorff uses from 120 
to 140 pounds of weight and 
strives for three sets of between a 
dozen and 16 repetitions each, 

For his 20 V2 inch biceps, 
Orndorff works on standing curls. 
With lighter—for him—weights, he 
does the exercise strictly, using 
perfect form. But as he bullds up to 
225 pounds, to gain real power, he 
allows himself to cheat on form. 

‘Cheating is allowable, Orndortf 
says, if one is using as much 
‘weight as possible. “To really build 
the biceps,” he explains, "you've 
{got to get real intensity—to shock 
the muscle." So if you have to give 
a lle on forrn to manage the 
heavy weight. i's OK, he says, This 
‘exercise calls for up to five sets of 
eight to 10 reps each, 

‘Next for biceps is a hammer curl 
with dumbbells. Holding the dumb- 
ball sideways, he rests on an 
inclined bench and works up to 75. 

inds per hand, Again, he tries 
for onto to 10 repetitions per set, 
four in all 

His final bicep exercise is a 
concentration curl with dumbbells 
‘of up to 50 pounds, one hand at a 
time, "With this exercise, | observe 
the strictest form possible, No 
cheating. | strive for total and 
intense concentration. That makes 
the difference,” Orndorff explains, 
He stresses total focus on the 
performance of the exercise. The 
routine calls for three to tour sets, 
10 to 12 repetitions each, 

Later issues of this magazine will 
bring you exercises Orndorlf uses 
to keep other paris of his body in 
shape, as well as conditioning 
secrets of many other WWF stars WF 
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1 door of the fame 


ot-hi 


build a special cage and settle the brutal war with no holds barred. 
Freddie Blassic matter within the enclosed The 
cage slammed shut. A cr structure wa 


come would decide who 
\e roughest wrestler of the 


of over 13,000 fans be The winner of this classic match time 

cheer and jeer. Across opposit Was to be the first man who Bleeding from the mad-dog bite 
sides of the climbed over the top of the cage of Blassic, The Sheik reached into 
fiercest ting of and got to the floor below. So his trunks for a very strange 

the mat sport, Fr and when the bell rang, The Sheik ran weapon, a lead pencil. He jabbed 


The Sheik, not the Ir k of toward the corner and began to the wr 


instrument sharply into 


today but an Arab ft nb the cage. Blassic raced ove, _Blassic's side and then head. Fred 
day who had a similar name. Both grabbed the “Sultan of the Mat” by _ went down. The Sheik seemed in 
Blassie and The Sheik were the trunks and pitched him to the hings but, instead of 
notorious for illegal, vicious tactics, canvas, Then, smiling with glee working Blassie over, The Sheik 
The Sheik was known for throwing Blassie applied his sharp, pearly cd to escape the confines of 
mysterious substances, and Blassie white teeth to the forchead of the _the cage. Realizing that The Sheik 
for biting. They had hattled one Sheik. It was obvious that this was was about to climb to victory, 
another many times. In previous —_not going to be a scientific wrestling lassie got to his feet and again 


matches betw 


these wild F encounter and that, because both —_grabbed hold of the “Mideast 
veterans, the action could not b wrestlers were rulebreakers, neither — madman.” Using all his stren, 
contained within the would get cheers from the fans, Blassic pitched The Sheik back to 


squared circle, so it was decided to They sensed the match was to be a the canvas. 


em 


Blassie grabbed a handful of The 
Sheik’s hair and yanked him to his 
feet, Next Blassie set his opponent 
up for a famous reverse southern 
spinning neckbreaker, a hold that 
Blassie had perfected. Down with a 
thud went The Sheik. Leaping to 
his feet, Blassie started to head up 
the inside of the cage himself. But 
‘The Sheik shook off the effects of 
the neckbreaker and, seeing Blassie 
was near the top of the cage, went 
after the famous blond villain. 

The Sheik then ripped Blassie 
down from the side of the cage and 
doubled him up with a punch to 
the midsection, While Blassie 
gasped, The Sheik again reached 
into his tights and, as the fans 
screamed, threw a white powder 
into Blassie’s face, blinding him. 


Fred screamed and blindly raced 
around the ring, wildly slugging at 
only air. 

Meanwhile, The Sheik began to 
climb the cage once again, Blassie, 
ning some vision, started after 
him, scrambled to the top of the 
cage and caught The Sheik. Blood 
mixed with powder as the two wild 
brawlers continued their war on 
top of the structure, The fans were 
on their feet as Blassie and the 
infamous Sheik exchanged blows. 
Suddenly, The Sheik let loose a 
wild, swinging punch, Blassie 
ducked, and The Sheik fell back 
inside the cage. Blassie took the 
opportunity to struggle down the 
outside of the cage and drop to the 
floor below, The crowd went wild, 
The lesser of the two evils, in the 


opinion, had won, Blassie was still 
considered the most hated wrestler 
on the West Coast, but this night 
he was cheered by fans. With the 
help of some arena police atficers, 
Blassie was helped back to the 
dressing room were the arena 
doctor began to wash out his eyes 
from the caustic powder. 

Meanwhile, back in the cage, 
The Sheik again climbed to the top, 
taunting the fans and demanding 
that Blassie return. Through his 
manager, The Sheik later claimed 
that he had been fouled and that he 
should have been declared the 
winner, Yet the rules of the match 
were very clear, The first wrestler to 
get over the top of the cage and to 
the floor below would be crowned 
winner. The Sheik vowed revenge 
and stormed out of the building 
into a waiting limousine which 
took him straight to the airport. 

The doctor decided that the 
powder The Sheik used on Blassie 
had caused severe eye irritation and 
put a patch on his left eye. The 
physician told Blassie not to wrestle 
for several weeks, but the next night 
the blond devil was once again 
up to his nasty tricks, teething 
on his hapless opponents. WF 


very time he enters the ring, a 
professional wrestler subjects 
his body to impact, stress and 
strain that would play havoc 

‘on someone not in top physical con- 

dition, So to be successful in the 

sport, a wrestler must develop and 
maintain a finely tuned body. 
athletes, top professional wrestlers 
could well serve as role models for 
people who want to put themselves 
in shape not only for sports but for 
healthy everyday living 

We recently had the privilege of 
treating the World Wrestling 

Federation's Hillbilly Jim for a very 

serious knee injury received during 

a match, His kneecap, or patella, 

‘was completely dislodged by a kick 

Technically, the impact of the blow 
ruptured what is called the patellar 
tendon, which helps hold the knee- 


by Thomas W: Harris, M.D. 


p in place, As a result of this 
injury Jim was unable to staighten 
his leg at all, 

The injury could well have 
meant the end of Jim's wrestling 
career. Because he is in such 
excellent physical condition, his 
recovery and rehabilitation 
program are progressing very well, 
and he should be able to return to 
the ring. 

Perhaps the most important 
clement of Jim's condition is his 
flexibility, the ability of the joints to 
move fully. It helps prevent injuries 
and also, in case of damage, aids 
rehabilitation, 

Tight muscles curb flexibility, 
while muscles that are in shape and 
stretch aid it. Trying to participate 
in a sport such as professional 
wrestling with muscles that are tight 


is like driving a car with the 
emergency brake on, When you try 
to stretch a tight muscle, the body 
reacts as if it were putting on the 
brakes. A natural reflex stops the 
action so no damage will take place 
and therefore a joint does not move 
to its full potential 

Tight hamstrings, for instance, 
decrease the ability to extend the 
knee, a function of leg muscles 
called the quadriceps. They attach 
to the patella and the patellar 
tendon, which was injured in Jim, 
Extending the knee stretches the 
hamstrings. When these reach the 
limits of their flexibility, they 
tighten, which in turn tells the 
quadriceps to shut down. The knee 
joint straightens no further. The 
greater the range through which 
joints such as those of the hip, knee 
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and ankle move, the more 
efficient and effective will be the 
muscles that move them, In a sport 
such as wrestling, which demands 
strength in extreme positions, plus 
agility and quickness, flexibility is 
critical. 

Flexible hamstrings are a key to 
Jim's excellent recovery. Once we 
Teconnected his kneecap, it was 
easier to “teach” his muscles to 
work at extending the knee again 
than if the hamstring muscle were 
tight. If his muscles were not so 
well-conditioned, the prospects for 
recovery would have been much 
less encouraging because his injury 

Three types of injuries most 


: 
i 


Hillbilly Jim's as loose as an old coon hound. 


commonly affect athletes: direct 
trauma, coordination failure and 
stress injury. Hillbilly Jim's injury 
resulted from direct trauma. 
sudden physical damage. There is 
no way, of course, 10 anticipate 
such incidents, so naturally they 
cannot be prevented, No matter 
how well-conditioned, an athlete 
always is vulnerable to direct 
trauma. 

Coordination in medical terms is 
the smooth working together of 
muscles, When a muscle moves out 
of tune with the others—at the 
wrong time—it breaks up the 
harmony of coordination and may 
lead to injury. Typical examples are 
when a kneecap slips out of its 


normal position or the knee joint 
buckles under the body's weight. 
Seldom does this type of injury 
happen to professional wrestlers 
because they have developed good 
muscle coordination, enabling them 
to handle the shock of, for instance, 
Janding full force on the mat. 
Again, Jim provides a good 
example. Tests showed that his 
muscle coordination was superb. 

Stress injuries result from poor 
distribution of stress from forces 
applied to the body—in other 
words, when one part of the body 
takes all or most of the force that 
should have been spread around 
more evenly. Shin splints are stress 
injuries, So is tendonitis 
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An athlete cannot will the distri- 
bution of stress, Instead, it comes 
from overall physical conditioning, 
including that which gives an 
athlete flexibility and muscle 
coordination. Stress injuries are 
very common in some sports, 
especially running. They account 
for most of the 70 percent injury 
rate experienced by runners—an 
the majority of the injuries stem 
from lack of flexibility. Because 
wrestlers usually have such good 
muscle coordination and flexibility, 
on the other hand, stress injuries 
are rare among them. 

Other traits important for 
spreading the stress of physical 
activity over the body include 
balance, gait and, importantly, 
good posture. Posture is controlled 
by several groups of muscles. Some 
of these in the upper body hold the 
head up and shoulders back. 
Others, in the lower body, keep the 
hips and back straight, permitting 
an upright stance when standing 
and walking 

Many people, including athletes, 
have poor posture and thus put 
stress on the wrong muscles to 
absorb the stress of everyday 
moving about, sitting and standing 

‘not to mention the extra shock 
that must be absorbed during 
sports, This substitution of muscles 
‘causes Various injuries including 
back and knee problems. If the 
back muscles are not supporting 
weight, all or most of it falls on the 
knee, which is not equipped to 
handle such a load. If the person is 
running of, in wrestling, moving 
and leaping about the ring, the 
stress that hits the knee is 
multiplied many times and can 
cause serious injury 

When we first examined Jim, we 
were surprised and pleased that he 
realized the need for all the qualities 
described above and, during work- 
outs in the gym, paid special 
attention to them, Jim and other 
professional wrestlers like him 
provide dramatic evidence that, if 
you stretch and condition your 
body, it has a much greater chance 
of escaping injury and, even if 
injury does occur, the odds of 
recovery are much brighter. WF 
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During recuperation, Hillbilly kept his humor. 


The author, an orthopedic 
surgeon in San Diego, California, 
has been supervising the treatment 
and rehabilitation of Hillbilly Jim, 
whose kneecap was dislodged by a 
kick from Luscious Johnny Valiant, 
Dr. Harris is an authority on sports 
medicine. He is the orthopedic 
consultant for several college 
athletic teams and running clubs 


He is also on the medical support 
staff for the United States Alpine 
Ski Team. In the following article 
he discusses professional wrestlers, 
Hillbilly Jim in particular, as role 
models for physical fitness. After 
examining Jim and performing 
surgery on his injured knee, Dr. 
Harris pronounced one of the most 
physically fit athletes he has seen. 
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